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she had no relief from that one bewildered sentence, beating
its wings through her brain. Some time later a maid brought
lamps, and with the coming of the light, when the room took
on its old familiar friendliness, Sissy felt more herself. Lucy,
without saying anything further, went to dress for dinner. Left
alone in the warmth and comfort Cecilia threw out her arms in
a gesture to embrace the goodness of home. Dear place, she
whispered. Her mother entered and found her smiling vaguely
at her fathers picture, which hung over the fireplace. It is
nearly dinner-time, my child, said the older woman
affectionately. Cecilia pulled her close to her breast and held
her tight. Mam, she cried, Mam, dont let me go away from you.
Let me stay always. Her mother kissed her. Of course you shall
stay--always, my little...
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