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State Labor Law provides that no child between the ages of 14 and 16 shall be employed in a factory or in a
mercantile or other specified establishment, unless he or she is in possession of an employment certificate. As a
condition for granting this certificate, the law requires that the child shall have completed the work prescribed
for the first six years of the elementary schools, and that in the opinion of the issuing oGicer the child shall have
reached the normal development for his age. He must be in sound health, as determined by a thorough
medical examination, and must be physically able to perform the work he intends to do. As the law in no way
controls the nature of the work which the child may be called upon to do, except by prohibiting his employment
in dangerous trades, it can readily be seen that the only construction of this law which will adequately protect
the child is to determine his physical fitness for any work in which he may lawfully engage. This investigation
has concerned itself in part with the determination of certain norms of physical development which may serve
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obviously important factors in the examination to determine physical fitness, but emphatically so in the
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