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viding adequate reimbursement to assure access to care, not only for our Medicare population but all citizens.
PREPARED STATEMENT Mr. Chairman and my colleagues, I look forward to continuing to work with you, the
President, and our other Senate and House col-leagues on developing meaningful reforms that will allow rural
hos-pitals to continue to provide their communities with important and accessible aBordable quality health
care. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. The statement follows: REPARED TATEMENT OF ENATOR HUCK AGEL
P S S C H Chairman Cochran, Senator Kohl, distinguished committee members, thank you for inviting me here
today to discuss the impact of the 1997 Balanced Budget Act ( BBA ) on our nations rural hospitals. To date,
only 30 percent of the BBA has been implemented. Nevertheless, recent studies indicate that if the BBA is fully
imple-mented in its current form, access to health care services in rural America, includ-ing my state of
Nebraska, will be severely threatened. In most cases, rural hospitals, community health centers, and rural
health clinics are the only source of primary health care services for hundreds of miles. When they are forced to
close their doors, the impact on the community they once served can be devastating - not only on the health
and physical well-being of its citizens - but also for the communitys economic growth and prosperity. Without
ready access to quality primary health care for workers and their families, these communities will...
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