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Original publisher: Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, U. S. Army War College, 2008 OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)232572956 Subject: Twenty-first century -- Forecasts. Excerpt: . . . Observers who see the dominance of
states in world politics as immutable reject the decline thesis. They dismiss the weakness of many states with the
argument that most of these were never more than 1 quasi-states in the first place. Moreover, the contrast
between states in Africa, for example, and the advanced post-industrial states of the developed world is so stark
that assessments of the former seem to have little or no applicability to the latter. Consequently, arguments
about the decline of the state tend to be dismissed - like reports of Mark Twains death - as somewhat
premature. Certainly, it is too early to schedule a wake 2 for the sovereign-state system. The state remains the
main construct for political allegiance and affiliation, the ostensible provider of security to its citizens, and the
key organizing device for world politics. None of this is inconsistent with the notion that the Westphalian state
system is in a long recession. States, having reached the zenith of their power in the totalitarian systems of the
20th century, are in a period of absolute decline. The challenges from contemporary globalization and other
pressures are neither novel nor unique, but are more formidable than in the past - while the ability of states to
respond effectively to these challenges is not what it was. In a sense, states are being overwhelmed by
complexity, fragmentation, and demands that they are simply unable to meet. They are experiencing an
unsettling diminution in their capacity to manage political, social, and economic problems that are
increasingly interconnected, intractable, and volatile....
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